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T 
he British Waterways Board is poised to commit one of the gravest errors 
of judgement in its history. It is about to squander a priceless national asset 
and add to the tension and stress which is tearing apart our inner cities. 

At Limehouse in London's East End, the Board owns a historic and 
strategic dock basin which is crying out for development 

Plans drawn up by leading experts in urban renewal in partnership with 
local people have shown how the Limehouse Basin could become a thriving 
urban harbour, breathing new life into the desolate neighbourhoods nearby 
and rejuvenating the entire London canal system. 

Instead, the British Waterways Board intends to fill in almost half the 
water and box in what is left with a badly planned scheme costing £70 
million. With apparent disregard to the surrounding neighbourhood, the 
scheme proposes offices and luxury housing which will have to be protected 
by a special private security force. 

The overwhelming evidence against this proposal- designed by R. Seifert 
and Partners for developers Hunting Gate Homes - cannot be ignored. 

After a lengthy public inquiry in 1983, the Government Inspector strongly 
urged that planning permission be refused. Incredibly, the Inspector's recom
mendation was overruled by the then Secretary of State for the Environment, 
Patrick Jenkin, who gave the go ahead for the scheme in August 1985 -
during his last week in office. 

If the British Waterways Board proceeds with this utterly discredited 
development when there is so clearly a far better way, it will ruin Limehouse. 
It will also waste public land and public money, cast a shadow over the 
democratic planning and public inquiry systems, and expose the tragic ina· 
bility of the British development industry to address the vital task of turning 
our decaying urban areas into civilised places in which to live and work. 

We appeal to all of you with any influence to study the evidence on the 
following pages, sign and circulate the petition on page 28 and do anything 
else you can to help us avert a local and national tragedy. 
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