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. Competition

HASTINGS PIER

IDEAS COMPET_ITIOI\!

£6,000 prize money

Introductlon

built to designs by
hin 1869, is a working
Iy owned, which has seen
A popular venue during
has only a few
¢s, mainly amusement

H:\t'rg\
Eug

ywners are naturally
g potential addi-
1 t least to help fund
e annual repair and maintenance
d for a pier frequently

petion t.-.unm:liu;i\.-emspurk
shthinking, as part of work by
¢ Hastings Urban Conservation
Project (director Nick Wates). It
forms part of a general programme
devise improvements for the town,
which will be the focus of Hastings
Environment Week this Apnl.
Having visited the pier on a cold
windy day in January, a few thoughts
occur about what competitors might
consider as part of their thinking,
One concerns the landing stage at
the pier end, now virtually unused,
but staging point for cross-
sssings. Could more use
it?
he shore end, 1t might be
advisable to leave enough space for
a potential tram route which could
bring visitors from various car parks
not necessarily very near the pier.
Self-cleaning is another factor
which might be considered, since the

Sea view,
damage done by salt water, and the
cost of maintenance, are significant
to the piers’ owners,

But the main point of the
competition is to find new uses. These
could involve taking advantage of
natural factors (rising and falling
tides?), or the insertion/addition of
social/leisure/sporting facilities. Any
ideas should ideally be feasible in
commercial terms, and preferably
concern uses which would work the
year round — and for local people
as much as tourists.

The last pier competition with
which 8D was involved concerned
Brighton's West Pier — a stimulating
batch of designs resulted. | hope we
will see a repeat for Hastings.

"~ Sponsored by Hastings
Borough Council,
Building Design and
SENews

Judges include Cedric
Price, Piers Gough and
Paul Finch

Registration form
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Hastings Pier

BATTI.E OF HASTINGS

local pier,

A:wnafuiswunﬂwdvmindmmmm the council, in conj with 80,
privataly owned and still open. Hmmpmwndnptue-mm rlmmmhhnmmmmmmn

Above: Spread from
Building Design Nov 16
1990.

Right: ‘Battle of Hastings’
details of the competition
and the successful
entrants

BATTLE OF HASTINGS

As part of this year's Hastings Environment Week, the council, m unnjunmn mth BD, sponsored an idi petiti
local pier, privately owned and still open. Here we p the pri 3 it on _for ﬂw’

ging from the fantastic to the conser

HASTINGS Pier Ideas Competition was judged by Cedric
Price (architeet ). Piers Gough (designer), Paul Finch (editor,
Building Design), Pam Brown (leader of Hastings Borough
Councilj and 1 or of Hz-\IIIlL\ Paul Smith

The number was comsidered good and the
valet i b wad ezt R Mt sasie s gioR
been pat inta th there was evidence of research

it both 1he building type and the location, perbaps the result of a
brict which gave campetitors plenty of ieewa. Entrants had not tried
1o be 100 clever fon the wholek, the overall impression was ane of
et ey, the fudges 33k

The 14 entries were redisced to fory-five, on the basis that
sl Vol iou M ket an e T, THE S arty- e W reducad i3
fitcen on the basis of thiee voes being needed for cach eniry.
Individual votes wer P afirst and
and five equal thirds.

First prize, £2,500: BKB Architects, Lewes, Mark Kennoy and Ray
Finch (no relation to Paul Fincht)

This beautifully presented entry envisages the creation of a public
square at the shore end, and the restoration of a bandstand as a

centrepicse. This traditonal image is transformed clicwhere on the  quality of the hrengh, and ths
picr, which incosporates new air und sea tramspart links, suggests 8 aspect of incorparnting beidge a5 part of the design. The
cineata knd -Ir]-::ll:\uu | and an internatic sl mised se veuc, Other  entry : ‘l‘;nilgnj#;lwllcngl and provided echoss of 1he maring
sbctéc o resembiing in profile a line

ard beyand the picr o protoctive b s suggested, which would e ek
imchsde pontoans produsing electricity from wave pawer, Equal third, £500 cach:

The judges prassed the appropriate scale and attractive profile of P Clayton, 5 Smith, P Rawsiorne, C Michael, Hove.
the proposal, and the intelligent use af mew technology. They e design with good access facilities and sensible use of
thasght it »uuhl provide a sulficient variety of cnclosures for  Wind pawer,

s theyliked the Richard Maroch, London.

of spaces, .'klhl the arteniio iilk Jome
e A Pl pving g vion. Thiduee 46 Somprehersiv sppeoach to sacrgy generation was admired, us
bl e el PRy wich .mgm il o e b
symmetry a prodlem. But overall, the scheme contained clements ol A33ms Johns Kennard Led, Hastings.
delight, achieved without resoning fo pastiche. Elegant, simple and weather cars

e price, £1,000: Grakam Harris, Neil Hogan, David Spence,

Laondon, i ircen, N .

This dramatic p.u‘uml entended the idea of the pier well into the ; X o

share, k oppast Ry

ik the o e Spl evel Beldhogs at e bt end provide a the generosity, pawer ptinn amd suspension of
wide range of wses which the judges p Th fiked the the part af the jury perfictly eapcited.

Above: Detail, First prize:
BKB Architects, Mark Kenny
and Ray Finch - elements of
delight without pastiche

Left: Detail, Third equal:
A Richie, | Green and
N Southard - a bravura
approach to scale and
transport access
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Hastings Pier Hastings Pier
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Above: Spread from
Building Design Nov 16
1990.

Left: Detail, Second prize:
Harris Hogan and Spenser.
Echoes of the marine
aesthetic of the thirties.
Ingenious ideas include a
swing bridge

Right: Detail, Richard Mazuch
showed a comprehensive
approach to energy generation.
The cantilevered observation
tower/ride was admired
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Left: Page from Building Design Nov
16 1990.

Below: Detail, Equal third: P Clayto,
S Smith, P Rawstone, C Michael, -
attractive with good access
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Above: Detail, Equal third: Adams Johns Kennard,
plan and section — elegant, simple and a crowd puller



