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l 6l!lru Colou r / /ll/ .. 

~llo u r Opti cal /Ma;!.,l! c t.ie; 

T o l::u~ rs Vi l l ag e i s ne~r t i;e c ent.r0 of Lo!H.lon , on l y 15 ::nnt.!te .:> 

wull~ .f r om t> i ccaui ll y Circus u:1u. ~ :noa e' s t.lirow f r ow Eu ston 

st;l ti c n . 

: o r s e v er a 1 y ears tIt e s e few s t r e e t s have b c.; 2 n a 't t it e c c r~ t r e 

of :1 contr\1V<·rsy whiC'l1 !1;~s foc trs <' d ;:ttc:nticit l ,.,l t ]Jrope r ty 

s peculat i on c:.r..:l its effcc-c 011 orciim\ry veot,le . Fo r '.i'o lme r s 

.u . .f i r s t si ght 

t~1e r e i s :1ot~1 i ng s,Jecia l about t.:1is ,. l::cc ~ud i t co::~es as no 

sur,.rise to wust lH~OlJle tliut Ll ctcl·::tineLl effo r ts !w vc bee n 

!: ttL it i::; not just llui l Jin~s tlw t 

w o ul r1 b c u e ,,1 u 1 i ~;he d , i t ' s n l i v i n :.~ p ! <.: c c <>! c i L y . 

,\.nu ther e ;.lre nu:.ueroltS i.J u sinesses u~1u uctivities SI:!al l 

yror!;: s hops - ch!es - rcst.:.wr~.;n t. s - sl~op$ - pull s - hoste l s -

offices untl warehouses - social f acilit i es - a j uru~lc of 

tiivc r sity . 

It is a haven fo r the sr:.~al l business , the craftsman, aad sma ll 

sho,,J\:eepe r s . 

~.~ r \ ' in e 

39 years we have been he r e now - 110 year s v e r y sho r t l y . 

~ .. rs Vine 

~ .ell , it ' s more ;>e r sona l , isn 't. i t . 1i~ l ool{ on our cus t omr;r~ 

as friends . 

.tren ' t yo u . 

When yo u go into a 'big shop you 're j ust a nlll~.bcr 

l.lut \\'it.h l i t t.l~ ::;hops - we ll you l ook on th em 

like a fr i e n d - yo u know . 

. \ <.!rrutio n 

During; t~ . e l ast 15 years an Asiall coi:ll:lUn i ty has become established 

in nru~nond St r eet . 

: : r :' at :llc 

Any,,·ay \re :-;:lw t itat tu~rc y;~ren' t. h, ,wy Indians in t11e surrouuuing s 

s o t:oy fa t i•er just o:)cnc:l u :J t. !C :-; hop 'because Llierc were lot. s o.f 

stuC.e n ts in t. he L"niversi ties ov er l! e re frot:t auroau and of co ::rsc 

\'o'e wa nted to c :'..tc.r f ,n· tl!el:t so it ~rcw t!1~L •vay and ns :!lore 

11e o ple began COJ:.J ing in fro m a l;ro .:d , frorJ .ll<.tccs like Africa , 

I nuia , . · ~l.: i stan ;,.n<.l uther .'l:.:.c e s, t.:tcy c .• !.:c t v ~:now 
.s ;1 0 p 

l~ee.~.:.n ::; ~lll LL ...: ~ !~uc ..:rit~ ~ . L 1 ~1 :.. t: c i ...<l.i. :. ic::; s o 

it uCC:J.!il P- \ I' •' 1 1 1. · • A .:·. 

u L.J ,, u t our 

t :ti s is itow 
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~~ n rra t ion 

T ile co:nr.nt :ti Ly n o u incluLles 7 shops, ::> res Lauruat.s , anLl a wos q u<.: 

:.1 s v: e ll ~ s a s u lJ ::> t u u L i n 1 r c s i Ll en t. i a l p o p u l :.1 t i C' n . 

. : r Shah 

l3ecol!!e v,.;ry we ll known tl! is urea tbroug!tout Eng l and and Europe 

t ll~ t anylJouy want .s: sot.tetll i ng Indi an th ey come ri ght to tlte 

:.:rUt .. !nonu St-reet . 

~o.rratiun 

i'ol lll ers Villag e is n.lso a residential a r ea . 700 people st il l 

live here - rich and poor - of a ll nationali ties. nut the 

popu l :1tion has fallen by 1\n l f in tlte past ten years . 

~:r s no ll nnd 

Wl!ll whca 1 c at!lC h e r e f 1rs t Len years ago, lt was so quiet . 

No tra ff ic around tile st-reet . 

--- Th-e-r e --were- a1ot - of pe o pl-e round h ere wll.en I fir s t ca1:1 e . 

But as tile a~ea starteJ running down , pco~le s tar~ ed l~ aving -

to new f l at-s or dif!erent n~eas - they got fed up watching 

t.he hottscs fal li ng down and n o-one lo oking afte r them o r doing 

anything . 

:\arration 

To l me rs Vi 11 age has s u ffered extreme l)lanning lJl i gh t . For 

15 years th e r e have ~ee11 ru~ours of redevelopm ent creating a 

spiral of decay; !lCOille ll:.tvc lJccu reluctant to do re pairs, 

lan<.l has been l eft enpty , many pe o p l e have b ecome demoralize<.l 

and left . 

Tl1e wajo r cu l p r it lws bt:en a property com pany who lwvc tueir 

offices j u st of lJ i ccadi lly Circu s , Stock Conversi on & Inv estment 

Trust , along with their estat e a~ent s D. E . & J . Levy. Hecent ly 

t!1 is c o:npany success fully tles t roycd a simi l nr dive r se , til riving 

comllluni ty across t l u~ road f r om '1'o l m e rs Village , along with a 

stree t mar ket., and r eplaced it. with th is. 

\'l ith this development t !1ey m~(le a profit of ove r £6 0 million . 

In 196 2 t!ley tl ec ided t. o try their luck in 'l'o loers Vil l age , 

and start ed buying vroi)erty t he re. l3y 197 1 they owned 407" 

of the village . 
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~. [r Shah 

~ell they are big v~o~ le. Their aim is only to pu ll down 

t ll is area a nd tllake l!.lOney, as simple as that. You know, you 

c ~n see t.he Euston Tower - what they have clone. You can see 

the House - that's all and there is no good for poor 

;.:>eo p l e . 

:\arrat.ion 

And what about t he people who li~e in their newly acquired 

property? 

~. :r Caoanaros 

~e ll, I've lived here 11 years using it as a studio, ~ecause 

It's <:llwuys l.J ee n use d by pa inters, this flu.t . 

lt.'s all been running down ever since I've been here. Lots 

of it has been closed u p ana allowed to decay - deliberate 

neg lect a11d :.wlicious neglect. t oo, on tlle kiwi of scale wuer~ )\ 

people who want ed t o live in better acc owuodation just couldn't 

take it any mo r e witll t hei r fam ilies and just had to move , so 

t he ?lace just died . ~e ll Just going down . 

There a r c o ther pCOD l e l iving in tliis house as we ll, wh o h ave 

::.L lJ i> 1 i e <.l to Ll u v e b e f or c . 'r l,c r e i s Les l ey w;to live s u ps tair s. 

~v h e ' s s till living in th e suwe p l u.c c in his bronch i tic 

cuntli tion 1\'i th wuter nmning clo,\·n the w<.dls . Aa u t..ll cy cu.t:te 

t o r e p n i r t lt c ro o f once a 11 d t. h ey l e f t s o lld3 u o r c o f i t. o pen 

so it sti l l l enks upstai rs, the wat e r st ill runs down. 

I'd r a th e r continue to go on living h ere and working h ere but 

tl!e conditions a re so unhealthy that I'm go ing t o have to move 

because it's just fucke~ rue u p . 
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):r Jo!"les 

I think t~H1. t Levy is ·only :tor one tiling, l1e' s out for ruaking 

a profit. 

I t h i n lc h e d o c s n ' t c on s i c'! e r t h c ' eo p 1 c in t ll c are a • \\'hen I 

r;en t and s p o }.;: c to St ock Conversion a few 1:10!1 ths ag o about tll is 

he told me t h at he felt very sorry for the people in tl-!is are~. 

~e would not like to live in pro p erty like it. 

~arr~tion 

uf course the directors of Stock Conversion don't live in 

Joe Levy, for inst~ncc, one of the major 

shareholders, lives in Grosvenor S <!uare, ;1as a luxury a partue:nt 

in t!1e Sout;• of Fr<·!.ncc, u yacht ~~nd sorue r;.lcchorDes. 

In ~!arch 1971! tlle net tangible us sets of Stock Couvcrs io~ we .re 

over ~77 million. It is iro~ic that Stock Conversion are n o t 

};.:repared in r1any c~ses to spe:1d t 11 c small amount ol' woney 

required t o :~ec:, tlll.! hous es in h~ui table ccn<.li tion . 

~~iss ~arden 

The only rep a irs we ever ask for to be done are essential ones 

unu we usua lly huve to !H:.g t. h e:u for i..1Llout a year ~!.~ so ucforc 

~::1yt~!ing gets cone n.t all, n.nd a.nythi r:.g that <loes get done 

~ets ctonc very bnrtly . It just g ets sort o! p<..t.tchcu up ;J,nd 

:\ ~'.rr...:. t io:1 

In the autu::1n of 1973 illl occu ~ ied llo-;; s e actually eollapsE:d 

tlie occupants n~r:co·.7ly es<::aping with their lives. 

\',·hen property beC!O:!lcs e o ;>t:y, ~ ·t.oclc Conversion Lio not relet. 

Iu ~Io.y 197-i c:. survl.!y revc:.llcd that ~1::2 rootrs r:ere unoccupi<.:cl . 

~·:hen u w~lo l<.: llou ::c: e i..H.!Co:u t: :; v acant it i!-> lioar<..led u:> <~ n <l left to rot. 

An e:npty house tlc"L e rior~ t. es q ui.cl~ ly , l e ad is s trip p ed froo thu 

roof, ro.in !>en e trates, winJows are ~wa shed, pipes are ri pp e d out 

and d ecay i s i :1evit.lb l c. To a t.i tl to t.bc d e c l in e , c.l o ::: scrs u se t he 

empty hou ~es an ti h a v e li l:! COI~ c a n estauli s llc~: n ~4 l' t o f tlt e cor!J: .t~J n i i. v. 
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Dosser 

C h o o s e t hi s arc <t'? ','.'ell I ' vc been around he re for yc'-trs anu 

years, so naturally you co:ae baclc to the hab ita t that you are 

most famili a r witn . I've been in different places, different 

a r eas, but I always seem to end up over here. I've more or 

l ess settle d down in the g~tter over theie . 

~ell the way we live now is c a used by broken ~arriages; t hat 's 

how it started with me . I did tiwe in prison and after tha t 

I just went on the drink and ended up now just drifting with 

the tide o f your money. Sleeping out, ge tting persecuted by 

t~1e vo li ce all tbe tiCJ.e. You can't even sit uown. The pantia 

car s cone . We have absolutely no rights at all. Understanu 

w~at I mean , no riglt s at all. Sl e eping out in the gatdens of 
old 

sooe/derel ict building. That's what tHe life is . 

:\arr ation 

In Tolme rs Village no - one is surprised to see thing s deteriora~ing 

a ny more. Decay and neg lect have become the way things a re. 

They a r e vart of li fe . Of t llase who are s till l eft, some are 

angry, but mo st are mere ly di s illusione d about eve·ryt.1ing and 

e v eryb ody. So who is to blame ? S tock Conversion? The 

gove r nment? Camden Council? 

Well I think the council is to blame . 1 really do. For the 

past God knows how many years , into the 1960s, they started 

put t i ng compulsory purchase orliers on these houses and there 
put 

have been three lots of compulsory purchase orders/on th em , 

and each t~me we've thoug ht we were g oing. \,' e V/OUlU like 

the c ouncil to st ep i n j do "hing a bou t it. 

So wlly hasn't tne c t been J do any t lling~ $urely 

. 1 r.. tlus ln.1.:..1 o.L' ti es ,; i ca.!J le s ituati on . it ' s tlH~re jolJ Lo J! l 
1..'- ..... - .. _ ""' - ~ 
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ancl u lo"t oi otl~er arcus because ,·;e ·don't own tiH::: lunu, and 

successive governnents l1 ~ve not been very well d i sposed towards 

spending l arge suos of public money towards buying l..m<.i for housing 

und o"ther serv ices "to lo cal comm unities at tl1e current i nflated 

ourke~: v:1lues. 

~arrntion 

The lund v a lues have been influted out of all proport ion by the 

speculators "tll ew.:;clvcs . nc Lwccn 1 )6) anu 1 ~ 73 so111c l and value:s 
~l::..:Ul-~. 

i ncreased by 2000~. / Fuced ~i"th ast rono1uicu l prices, governmen~:s 

in tt1e pas t have refused to grant Camden Council th e compulsory 

purchase powers it needs to Lmy tile land .for llo using . 

Dobson 

I don ' t think that )rriv~te c c.mpauies s uoulll be ao l e ·t o explo1 t 

t. lte ir pos1tiou, but sQ l ong ;;tS the law remains <.J.S it is, and it 

has recained liKe ~:his for the l3st thousand ycurs at least , 

property owners are al lowed to exploit their pos ition at the 

cos~: of ~:ue res~: of society . 

\nr ration 

'I'hc council was therefore. forced into negotiating n deal with 

:S 1. o c 1.- ~on v c r :J i on • Catulicn \{;1::, to rcceiv <..: Cl1Cal' J.ant1 for housing 

in exchang e for g iving ~:o ::>tock ~onversion planning pen~.;ission 

to bui ld an off ice block . But tile counci 1 bacl-.ed down from 

1:l1is deal after borough-wide opposition to the proposal. 
tJ/tRR~I,)IV ':!. LQ.-'~ (:\~ S'~c~ ~v<J.J~ ~ l',:>~"i.. t~ ~ ~.,~(e-<. likt_ 
Dobson ~ ,~r- \-k.7 l'~~,, c>f ~ , ~ re\-w~. 
So that we no\i" 1'ind o ur::>elves going uaclc to the situation where 

we urc attc!!lpting to tuake c.p.o. ' s on the whole urea. 
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~urrat ion 

!Jut wi ll tile council iJe any J:!.lore successful this time than 

on prev ious occasionS'/ ~ 'l'lle council has certainly lJeen 

by tllc limitations of its leg islative power, 

coobined w.i tll lacl~ of gove rnment SU!lport .) l3ut <J.noth.er 

barrier is ~hei r fnitll in comp rehens ive developmen~ as a 

solution . This faith is lJa sed on a co1aplele misunderstanding 

of the area and the peo~)le i.n it. Given the p r esent re g-

ulation::; ant! restrictions, comprehensive re\..levclOp!Jlcnt inev-

i tably means s ~creo~Yi>C, s i n g le - use devc lo :•mcnt with high rents . 

·rllre would lJe li tt.lc place for ~ne veop l e who now occupy Tolt:ters 

Vi l lage, as the :nr.nager of Simmonds second-hand furniture store 

cx!)la i ns . 

I thin!;: it wo u lll. E.l(.;an tile Lotu.l extinr;uislu:JcnL of our i.lu$ines=>, 

l.Jecuuse there's just not ;.lllOtlicr place withiu a re;.lsOtwble area 

of Euston wll ich would be availaule at an e conot:Jic rent . f~ c 

!wvc wade several cuq ui ri e s allou t building s .for s ;.1l e ant.l the j. 
r c n t was s o as t ron o :u i c ;.1l tit a.~ i ·c w o u lu j u s t no t u c on at all , 

which v:o ulL! <:!can ;aost of t 11c staff \Voulti lJc r ed undant. 

of t:1cm have been l1<..:rc :20 , 3J, L1U y~ars - in .rae t., our olu <;s L 

:.:er .. be r of s t :L!.f '17 yc~1rs - anti o:: cour::;c l. l l!y ·.voultl just IJc 

c ut in t. 1:c cold . 

: :r Vine 

1 i we ila d to rn o v e i t .. : o u l ti l;t e finish c d . ·.:c could not carry 

on wi th ti ~ i ~ tJ usinc ::::> £l!l)' lilOre, i r.. ' s too expensive l.'or u S!:tall 

shop - too . .1uCil CO!u~)~"f..i'Liou, su:;crwarl~e t s . unc~ we are pull~d 
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.:rs Vine 

o\Cll I ' ve liCVCr t. lto u g llt aU\lUL tuo ving. . 

Anything they want regard ing Tndia!1s is available in Drummond 

Street, so we r:: ust 11ave t!1e area and we won't ue able to COt!le 

in t..he new 1Juilul11_s~ at ~11 . ile can't ai'i'or<l eXl>C:nsive rent.s u.~ 

i s an inu ivi d u~l lJ usinc~s. 

Is going to mean a lot of hard worl.: going down tlle drain and 

then we llave to s:.~r-r; a l l over again, just IJecn.use somebody 

\\·un -r;s -r;o tri:ip eve rythi ~lg and start !!lass i ve buildings 1 il\e the 

ottc opposite . u ~. 

):arr0.tion 

~o-one had asked tl1 c 1 ocal rc s iden ts and uus ine s s es for th c ir 

opinions . Both the counci l a.,d the clevelopers were r.talcing 

their pl.:.ns as if tile peop l e <iid not exist . Finally, in 

Au ;;us t 1973 -r;he To l1aers Village Assoc iation Ht!S formed; an 

as::;ocia--cion of" loc<!l resicleat.s u.nJ worl.:.crs . 

I becar.~e a ne:::1H'r of t :\c TV.-\ a'.Jo11t 1 year a g o . I t n lnlc i t ' s 

wha t th);; : tre~ has needed for.: long, lonp; .ti n~ ~- Sonconc tu 

stur~u U.:) ~nu. fi ght, C:5;; ccially to !1g_ht tlle council 1 !~Ltsi. say, 

get t:J.oving . l'lu~y have he en j:l.!p t down now for too long, by ull 

.. a l p 11 C ·.) o , ' l~ r 

:..varyon<.; :1~1d. their own tJrivute 1nt ere~~i s bu-r; it was l:..1rg e ly a 

£,OO d idc;u for us r.ot ,1 L~.:>t, to 1 ... ~.:{.;t Lh~ i-eOJ:Jle wliO ,c..:.r.::: in Cil:..ir c-~1! 

of "t!"!e ·r\·.\., l.>ut l.o ,; ...:l .~11 :.. .. c t'>t::; i ~:~~ ~ ;n.: vl'lc wt10 :..1r~.: ialcn.: .•;t..t;CJ 
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togethe r and to ge 't to lmon- one a no-c:1er . (· .e prolwbly u ll 

k n e w each o"Cilcr by n o~Jd ing acquuint<.Lr~ce bt~t '.\' C c.Jiu not lG40 w 

e :.:cll ot- !t er's i:H~ividtwl prouleius at ull, and I thiuk t-hi::; lt <.s 

(u't" 'b e en o uc of !. lle vct·y ::;trong faet.urs lu ge LLlng !H.:oplc to 

I fou !ld on l y that organisat!o n conld he l p to the peop le who 

ar e really conce rne d and their lives ure only go ing to be 

l ool.;:cd a ft e r IJy t i1e ·rvA. :.iuuou.y ~ b;e t.lol:!s ce:Lre , hc ithcr 

counci l !~ur any t.J i g uevelope r~ . 

I go t i nte r es t e d in t he To l rn er s Vi llage ~s s oci ~t ion 'because 

C\rr I was afrait! 1 IJ i g;l1 t have to leave t ile are~ after I 'd corue 

here . 

The objects of tl1 a To l mers Vil l a~c Associatio n are to rep-

resent tlle i utc rc sts of t he 1)eo~ ~ l e who live '\l id/o r work in 

t !: e To l tJers ~~~1 uarc ~1rca ; to ensure Ll1a t ilH; ;1LJ.nn c r ::> conc e: rnc:u 

wit ll rcue.eloping 1-hc are ~1 coJ&:>tt l t witllloc,'•l p eoy,lc fully 

befo r e t ak ing t~ec i s ions; to lend s u p ,,ort an<.l protection to 

resit!ents fac ed wit!l c , · icti on or ilarrassr::tent; un c~ tu c11su rc 

b~ ~t : H>- unc l::. l'urc:.: y !. 0 ~~..:<- l Vt.: Lil c; dl'" C<..:. ugu lu ::: t ilH.! i .r wj 1 ·1 ; 

to su;~o r : rcsiucn~s 

~::!.i:ltenaace Ol thl:ir iloues ; 'LO iJ 170"•0te s o r: ial ,lC'tiViti es 

betwee n t::~I :t ~cr:", <! nd 0 eller~lly to coHt.riuutc 'to t he l.i.fc 

and clu'l r <!c t er of 't ile urea . 

:'\c.rration 

.·\ s ilop wit ic lt lw ::> uecn e!.lp t y fo r one ye ~r wa::; occupied anu 

O!Jen e d un c!.S a meeting place , i!l forruati on and a<.lvice c e n-crc~ 

.-\ c o:ol!:tuni ty newspape r ,._,o.s started . Jumb l e sa l es and other 

f unu-raisinc; a c t.ivt tic s wt.: re org au.iscu . Sooa u.f t. c r it~ 

formo.t-io n the :\ssociation too k purt in a cami)ai g n which 
l 

s uccessfully prevented t h e counc il fro 1:1 w:.dcin g a (leal wi th 
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Stock Convers i on. ::iince L!1e11 t llc Associut i on has IJeen putLlng 

forward its own idc~.s a\Jo u1.. liow the a r ea should be :t:.zH.ievclo 1J(;U 

and ask ing for g n a r an t ees to safegu a rd the loca l people . 

:\ g rant was olnaineu ~o cuullle the Association to employ i i s 

uwn f u ll - time co-orU.ina Lor. 

As I se e it, t lle ma i n pur pos e o f th e To l me r s Villag e Associati on 

is to ge t 11eople taking c ont rol ov e r t i1e ir own lives . r•'or ye a rs 

i n t.ll is ure a peolJle ilave "been k icke<.i uround by Levy, and t}te 

<.: t'u nci l just hasH't uone anything ul>ou t it. You know , tlt c 

lluU " cs a1·e e::.i.> Ly, Lllerc ' s e1:1.• t:. y lalltl, a u d so 011 , ..111u t it<.; r<.; ;d 

po int is .iu s t t o say to tl1<..: couacil tl1;.tt if yo u won ' L tio it, 

";-e'll do it . I ·,·;o ul tl say l. lH~ .!.:; arden si t c next ~oor is ;;. v e r y 

g oou exampl e . 1 t' s l.Jecn er!lp ty for 25 years and \~ e ' ve now 

just. t aken it over ourse l ves and are jus t making it i n to a 

ga rden. Squ2. tting 1 think i s ou the sawe l evel . The houses 

\';hich nei i lle r t.h c co unci l nor Levy can us e we a r e now using . 

The g a r den i s now rented for ~1 per year nnd a l oc'\l firm lias 

donated ~1 000 torrn rds buying plnn t s , g rass and otl1c r materia l s . 
Lctwccn 

·r!le A.ssociut. ion t.ries to uulu.nce/on .i:.ka one 11an<.l being a 

responsible represent.at.ivc boJy act.ing within t :.e sys tem, <lnd 

on tile otiter hand ta l.: ing direct a ction, wl'l i c h is s een as a 

threat to tlle sys tem. o f course not everyone is satiafietl . 

~ ~ r Jones 

'.:e ll I 1 ll.! v e r y two-minded alJ out the .c~. ssoc int i on a t the monent . 

I clon' t th ink ttle ~: do cnoug!l ror the older ones in the area. 

They sec1a to iJe conccnt.rat.ins abo ut the squatt ers tal~ ing the 

o 1 o h o u s c s o v e r , ,..,. h i c . 1 r e 0.11 y t don ' L b 1 ::.11u e t 11 c m h ..: c a u s e t ll c 

h o u::;es il~vc bccu \!!:l 11ty for som e tii.t we a nd fa ir e n o ugh as long 

as t.hey don't l nterfere witn tnre older l ocal s in t he u r eo. . 
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;:;qu::n t er s !lave inllccu had a ::.ajor 1mpact on "Lllc village . 

uve r 7 0 peop l e in t!tc l ast y<.;ar l1av<; Lalcen ove r crupty hou ses 

anti u:ade t~:em llo.b i t.:u l c . 

l'ed ro 

~ :..:1 1 s tructura lly U1e ltousc wa.~ in very good condition, but iL 

v:as j u s t ful l of ruuui s ll insid e . 'rile Lo il c"L wa ::; ::;Jil;.lSllctl , tJt c 

wi11dows were bro~en, antl it ens generally in v e ry bad condition 

inside, th e decora tion wise . \ •. l1at we did <;o it wa s , a s soon 

as we moved in, ~e c l eaned ~he ~wo to p rooms and sta rted 

cl c:.l.n inb u!l.d rc p<nrLlb eve r ytr1ing , incltH.iing putting in n ew 

cll!c~ri c .in:nullati on ull rounu, wul~ ing t lte to il et.::; wo rk uud 

pair.ting the w~ole thing a n d generally pul: t ing it in g ood re!w.ir 

ac~ in, t~te 11 (~ ing ~!tc roof , and we :::;Fen L al>out d-.: 1 0 0 aud ,(:150 on 

1:1 a~ erial s f o r t,ll e h .J us e . 

h'e ' re l ed t o be l ieve t he ho u se wns empty for a bout t e n years , 

but we c~n ' t real ly say . .~· e 've tullced to th e peo p l e .t ro:..md 

who say they've seen it <.:l!ltJtY for ages, unu that in iLst l f i s 

re a lly tragi c b ecause i t ' s such u n amaz ing house. It 1 s an 

early Victorian t-erraced l1ouse and very b eautiful, und we too~ 

s o:Je ~roub l e to cl e2.n u p the front of it anti paint it i n the 

s t yle th a t otber house s like this arc l~ ep t in. 

\\"e ll I' 1u swu.:.1tt i ng bec<:1u se I was lo ·k ing !or a place to live 

~nd coul (in 1 t find nny t l1 i ng <~t <.\ reasou ;·.u l c r e n t tllaL I coulrl 

;:. ffor d in th e a rea or \ \' i ~h in i...o n t..0!1 . l t .linlc tl!at ' s 't lle major 

i f the r e <'!. r e h o us e s a v :\ i 1 R lJ 1 e , o r f l n t s , t 11 e r ent is too high 

for r>e0!1 le t o actua l l y afford . '~he r e aren't many around in 

Lonuou. 
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Tl1e housin5 :l rOLHew in Lontton is Li ru s 1-ic, unLl yc1. tllerc are over 

1 oo , ooo houses er.1;> ty ·ac e o r o ing to o1fi c ial s tnt is tics . 'rhe 

~nthori ties have !Jrovct! incapul.>lc of solving tltis uno1:Jaly a :Hl 

Frunlc lJo !J!::i on 

l ! ' you i.lsL: ::rc r:i1ut my genc r~l nt tit;ude i ~j to\':arus s··1uat ting , 

al1.hougli Cae1den lws of'ficial !::i(l uc. tters und unofficia l sc1uat'ters 

c.c.d tiis tinguishes between tilCI.t, l don't Lllink that this i s the 

A~ f~r ;J.S 1 um concerneu , the only rea s ull .. ul<; 

distinction i s w!letller tlte scpt;.tt'Ler~ c:onccrnet.l fi t in aa t.l lJeit< tVC 

reason8.bly t owards tlle long-st~uding residents iH an urea anu Ll:eir 

neighbours, or whether tllcy don't. 

::!iss :.'a r den 

,:el l , I 't1!inlc t!1c sc1uatters have introduced tlle only corJJJUnal 

E:de:Jent we llave ever had in titis ui::;trict . I ' ve lived llere 

23 years and t He re's lJeen notH1ng i.>ul. l.>uc lcb i ting , awl now c,!e 

s quatters hav e brought a fr iend l y a tmos ~Jhe re in. J\nd us far 

n s this pro;>e r ty i tse lf is concernerl, two have jus t moved in 

an ti t.hey ' re 1.!1e most cle~lgh tful cle1acnt you coulu iJ.wginc -

c l c;J.n , in1.ellige:1t, cnecrful, fricnuly, - and they 've done llJOre 

fo r this p!'Ol1C rty than ltus been Jon<: in filY 23 y ears of living 

l:e r e . 

So a !lew energy is !.Juilt~ill6 U.,J in To l1uer:; Village . 

h ouses are being repaired , em...;ty land i :;; l.>eiug us ~d . ?he 

TV~\ is havin; some s u cc.::'!ss clt 1Jattli11g ~riti1 the cou11c i~ and 

'the develo pers . .' ... s a sy!.tbol o::: l:lii:'> dl~.;rgy - a ~trec.:t f~stiv"d . 
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frivolity coveri!l:f 't. tH~ g ri!•l re..tlities? 

::;ti ll OW!l.S t.l tC L. .. nL~ . 

Stock Conversion 

stocl~ Co~lvcrsi.OH 1 ::> intcrcsL!:i <ITt; lJ L:rc l y .i' i lt:lncial . 

:\o-on.:: v:llo lives or 

.c.-!-i:s in 'l'oli:wr::; Villn.c:,~.; !l<.. s .~ l~Y control ove r Stoc:·: Conv(;r::;l.o~•, 

nor ~:.y \HiY o .f il~:lu encing t.i1e :u , othe r t.lwn I.Jy (.lil·cct nctior:. . 

YeL 'they huv..; 1.Jecn ab le 'to Jisru:; t tllc liv e:-; of many peopie , 

and vi r t u ~·.l 1 y f. e s t roy a tit r i Y ) . n g part o f a c i t y • 

It is nearly too la t~.: .lor ~'oLu<:: rs Vi ll.l0 C, !Jut ·.dwt a!Jout •d l 

Stock Co!1version llavt: got ti:~:.:ir t.;y<.;::> on CL.lmut:n llib,h s tree:. U1n.l 

l:i :-,gs Cr oss, to num.c bur. two arc<:!.s close to •rol1:1ers VilJ.ugc . 

An d there are m~!lY 01- ll cr pro perty compnilies in the ::;~11ae gaoe . 

t:nfor t.:..ul:'Ltely 'Ci1e IJc.:t.t le is not won even. if 'tLC co~.mcil b;.1y 

out t!1c l <ll:tL 

V1lla~e . 

;.!'~ssure . 

Tena nts ~ :r·ou i; s .ill~ coJ;:E!u:1i ty ussocintions u~·e ; ro •: ing up a ll 

ov er the cou n try as pc o ;l le respcr. ,! LO tlt c centralisation o! 

l o c.:\lly . ~0- 011e e 1 :.> t: cures . 

P·eo:;le h a ve to Ot"ga>'!. i s e t.llelll S<.:lves 

'!'he ,;eop lc of •rul J ~It rs VillL.~ge 



additional narra tion May 1975 

I 
The film you have just seen was made l ast July. In September, 

following lengthy negotiations with local people , the Council's consultant 

\ 
architects finally produced a pr oposal for a mixed rehabilitation a~ 

\ redevelopment scheme which i s ~enerally acceptable to the TV~ ctii\.Cl wl.ttcL-t Y~ 

~Council ar e ready to implement 

- ,· Life in the village is moving . Tenants living in wretched conditions 

~ ;/ in houses owned by Stock Conversion,have b een rehoused by the CounciL 

~ Their old homes were immediately squatted by mo~~ homeless people, and 

. -,~re now being repaireffi. 
~ In empty houses 
~a ·squatters ar e an int egral part of the village./\ they have established 

:) \ bakery, a works hop, a printing pres s, a bookshop, a vegetable cooperative, 

\ and a community centre in a disused bank. All these ventures .. ·~ are run on a 
\ 
~on-profitmaking basis for the benefit of the community as a whole . 

1 

r But in March this year a bolt came from the blue. All the squatters 
~ --- ---=--, 

living in houses owned by Stock Conversion were summonsed to appear in court. 
~ 

I 

I 
J 
I 
I 

I 
I 
I 

Stock Conversion wanted to r egain po~ession of their houses . 

~he Tolmers Village Squa tters Act ion Group was formed immediately, 
llllfll6£-

and a campaign was mounted. 

I 
There i s no apparant r eason w~ Stock Conversion should want the 

Squatters out . But when the ~ommunity Land Bill becomes l aw l a t e r this --i 

) 
v year , CamAen Council will be able to oy the l and in Tolmers Village a t its 
~ 

exis ting use value , instead of hav i ng to pay the much hi~~r potentia l 

development va lue which will be generated if planning permission for 
·-::::=:::- ....__ 

commercia l development i s granted . The exis ting ~e va lue at present is 

very low because Stock Conver sion h~ve all~wed their pr operty t o run down . - -
But if St ock Convers ion are ab le to gentri fy the houses before Camden has 

time to buy them, it would ~e th~ existing use value . Stock Conversion 

might t~ claim an ~ra £1 million in compensat ion , in ~dijJon to the 

\ ost of conver sion work ; money which would umtima t e ly come from the 



r 
I 

t~xpayer and the ratepayero ~So the squatters' campaign t o r esi st eviction 

pr oceedi ngs i s i mportant for the government and t he -Council, as well as being 

crucia l f or Tolmer s Village . 

For this r eason t he ~xxt&xfs campaign i s su~orted by Ca~ C~il, 

t he local l abour party, trades unioni s ts, and many tenants and r esidents 

associa tions. 

So far the s qua tters have achieved some success in court. After two -
hear j ngs a t the High Cour t in the Strand; out of 17 oases, only 4 order s for 

posses s ion were granted , 1 case was d ismi s sed, and the rema inder are unli kely 

to be heard until l a t e June. 

But this i s only a delaying t actic. In the end, s quatters cannot 

win in court . Ultima t ely their f a t e wil l 

~-___,.--
be determined by the baill~fe . 

If Stock Co~version are not pr evented 
~ 

f rom carrying out these sens eles s .. ~, ,· 
-. > 

13Viot i ons -

}4Q peopl e will l ose their homes ; r-
Thi s unique communi t y will be des troyed ; 

.. 

And f i nance capita l, in the gui se of property specula tion, will once 

more demons tra te i t s r uthless power over the interes t s of ordinary 

people . 

If any i ndi v i duak or organi zations can he l p t he people of Tolmers . Village in 

any way please cont act the Tolmer s Vi llage Associa t i on 

~ 102 Drummond Street 

London NWl 

t elephone 01 387 4004 


