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Community Planning Training & Development Programme 2001/02 Module No 16

Community Planning
and the System
Opportunities for participation in the statutory
planning process; now, and as proposed in the
government’s reforms

27 June 2002

Gideon Amos
Town & Country Planning Association

A one-day training seminar organised by 
The Prince’s Foundation in association with 
The Civic Trust as part of The Community Planning
Training & Development Programme 2001/02

Community Planning Training & Development Programme 2001/02

This seminar is part of the Community Planning Training and Development Programme,
launched by The Prince's Foundation in association with The Civic Trust. 

The Programme has been designed in response to growing interest in the practicalities of
involving communities in planning and regeneration, in part due to new requirements of
national policy. It provides training and support from leading experts on a range of specific
techniques and approaches. It is aimed at both professionals and community representatives in
the public, private and voluntary sectors.

Venue: The Prince’s Foundation, 19-22 Charlotte Road, London EC2A 3SG

Cost: £150 + VAT (£176.25 incl VAT). Concessions: £75 + VAT (£88.13 incl VAT). Urban
Village Forum members: £100 + VAT (£117.50 incl VAT). Price includes lunch and information
pack. 20% discount if booking for 3 sessions or more.

To book your place or for further details, about this session or other aspects of the
programme,  please contact the Community Planning Training Administrator at 
The Prince’s Foundation, visit the website or complete the booking form below. 

Email: cpt@princes-foundation.org  Tel: 020 7613 8535  Fax: 020 7613 8599
Website: http://www.princes-foundation.org/foundation/cpt.html

Booking Form
Please use block capitals. One form per person (photocopy as required).

Session title(s) _______________________________________________________________________

Session date(s) ______________________________________________________________________

Title ____  First Name ___________________________ Surname ____________________________

Organisation (if any) _________________________________________________________________

Postal address _______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________ Postcode ____________________

Telephone ________________________________ Fax ______________________________________

Email ______________________________________________________________________________

Any special requirements _____________________________________________________________

Payment details (please tick appropriate box for your preferred method of payment)
� Cheque made payable to The Prince’s Foundation � Invoice to be sent
� Credit Card   � Visa   � Mastercard   � Switch   � Delta

Card No. ________________________________  Expiry Date _____  Issue No.(Switch & Delta) __

Signed __________________________________ Date _____________________________________

Please return this form to Louise Beaumont, Events & Marketing Assistant,
The Prince’s Foundation, 19–22 Charlotte Road, London EC2A 3SG. Fax: 020 7613 8599.



Programme

10.45 Registration and Coffee

11.15 Introductions

11.30 An overview of the statutory process and opportunities 
to participate
Power point presentation followed by discussion based on
participants’ own experiences.

12.30 How to challenge decisions when things go wrong
Presentation followed by discussion.

13.00 Lunch

14.00 Proposed reforms
Presentation on the Government’s proposed reform of the planning
process and opportunities available to affect the outcome. Discussion.

14.15 Improvements to the process
Ideas derived from the discussions before and after lunch will be
arranged into themes for workshop groups to consider. The task
will be to devise improvements to the process.

15.15 Tea

15.30 Presentation of workshop groups’ conclusions

16.00 Closing discussion

16.30 Close

Lunch and tea will be provided.  

After the seminar, participants are invited to continue discussion
informally over a drink or meal in a nearby wine bar as part of
The Community Planning Club.

Soon after its conception, the
statutory planning process began to
seek ways of increasing the
opportunities to ensure support for
its decisions. Opposition to planning
decisions has always existed, as
evidenced by the need for ‘planning
aid’ services.

But the system is notoriously
complex, and pinpointing the stages
when community input is most
fruitful – whether in making plans or
in affecting decisions – is very
difficult.

Influencing planning decisions is
vital for communities, not only to
oppose bad developments, but also
because major schemes can
invariably be enhanced as a result.
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Community Planning and the System

Gideon Amos is Director of the Town & Country Planning Association
which campaigns for the reform of the planning system to make it more
responsive to people’s needs and aspirations and to promote sustainable
development. A chartered architect and qualified urban designer, Gideon has
had four years experience as a member of a local authority’s Planning &
Highways Committees as well as working as a planner for WS Atkins
developing housing schemes. He is a nationally qualified trainer and was
formerly Director of Planning Aid for London.

Yet those who want to oppose or
improve development proposals
often feel powerless and
disenfranchised.

This seminar gives an overview of
the statutory planning system,
concentrating on the rights and
opportunities for communities to
have an input. The implications of
the Planning Green Paper will also
be explored.

Those attending the day will be
encouraged to discuss their
experiences of taking part in, or
challenging, statutory planning
decisions and to consider
opportunities for improving the
system.


